With its vapors and combustion products, gasoline represents one of the main factors responsible for the pollution of the biosphere. The problem of pollution from gasoline takes on an even greater magnitude when added to the other atmospheric contaminants with which the planet abounds -that is, those connected with: 1) the use of different liquid fuels for the automobile and other forms of transportation, for heating, and for energy production; 2) the use of gas and solid fuels for motor vehicles and/or heating and/or energy production; 3) the mining industries; 4) waste disposal by burning (including agricultural waste); 5) the production of active volatile chemical substances of various kinds (including plastic monomers, pesticides, propellants, and solvents); and 6) the volatile or powdery materials used in the building and metalworking industries. ' The gasoline-car combination has turned into a growing ecological and health problem affecting the physical, chemical, and, by extension, biological equilibria of the earth's biosphere, with parallel potential effects on the health of humans. Although gasoline represents one of the major, if not the major and most widespread consumer good of our century, with all of its technological, economic, political, and public health implications, until the middle of the 1970s, very little was done to assess the extent to which gasoline affects human health and, more specifically, to define the oncological potential of gasoline as a mixture, of its single components, and of its combustion products. Historically, as far as we know, a systematic approach to evaluating the carcinogenicity of gasoline started with the experimental studies on benzene that began in the mid-1970s Scarnato, 1977, 1979; Maltoni et al., 1982 Maltoni et al., , 1983 Maltoni et al., , 1985 Maltoni et al., , 1989 Huff, 1986 (Kitchen, 1984 
